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THE  DESTINY  OF 

THE  CHURCH  IN  CANADA. 


^\('ts  iv.,  .'{(i— "The  son   of  consolation." 

This  affectionate  title,  },'iv»'n  by  his  companions  to 
the  Apostle  St.  Harnahas,  finds  its  t'vidcnt  explanation 
in  the  24th  verse  of  the  11th  chapter  of  the  same  Book, 
where  we  find  the  illumijiatin<r  comment,  "lie  was  a 
good  man,  and  full  of  the  Holy  (Jhost  and  of  faith: 
and  much  people  was  added  unto  tiic  Lord."  In  the 
traits  that  went  to  make  up  the  stroii}?  character  of 
St.  Barnabas  may  we  not  find  the  attributes  necessary 
in  our  tim«  and  cii-cumstances  to  eiuible  ns  lo  fulfil  our 
God-intended  p\U"pose  of  existciic*',  and  to  i)ut  one  step 
forward  (even  the  step  of  the  span  of  our  lives),  the 
Kinprdom  of  CJod  ui)on  earth,  for  St.  Harnabas  was 
one  of 

"Those  wliose  brijrlit  faith  nuikes  feeble  heaiis  grow 
strongei-, 
And  sends  fresh  warriors  to  tli«>  great  campaign, 
Bids  the  lone  convert  feel  estrange«l  no  longer, 
And  wins  the  sunder "d  to  l)e  one  again"? 

I.   How  was  Barnabas  one  of  God's  great  builders? 

(1)  The  first  rec  jded  testimony  to  his  character 
r»lates  that  ".loses,  who  by  the  apostles  was  surnamed 
Barnabas  (which  is,  being  interpreted.  The  son  of  con- 
solation), a  Levite,  aiul  of  the  country  of  Cyprtis, 
having  land,  sold  it,  and  brought  the  money  and  laid  it 
at  the  apostles'  feet."    In  his  open-eyed  sense  of  God's 


ownership  of  himself,  he  gave  all  he  had  and  all  he  was, 
a  jflad,  willing  sacntiee  unto  the  Lord.  Money,  ener- 
gies, opinions,  prejudices,  and  all  that  most  men  cling 
to,  Barnabas  either  consecrated  to  new  and  better  uses 
when  these  uses  became  apparent,  or  discarded  when 
seen  to  b,  unworthy  to  offer  to  his  divine  .blaster : 
Thus  self-sacrifice  was  the  first  note  of  his  apostleship. 

(21   Whcji  the  erstwhile  persecuting,  but  now  con- 
verted,   Saul    came    to    Jerusalem    aiul   would   "join 
hiniself  to  the  disciples,"  Harnabas  it  was  who  allayed 
their  fears  and  relieved  their  doubts  of  the  convert's 
disciplesliip.     "You  do  not  like  him—you  are  afraid  of 
his  orthodoxy— you  sav  that  his  traditions  are  so  differ- 
ent from  yours,  and  hence  must  be  wrong— you  think 
that  because  he  did  not  always  walk  with  you,  and 
you  do  not  quite  understand  bis  methods  of  working, 
that  he  is  to  be  shunned.     Rut  I  know  him— I  know 
that   God   has   toudied   him,   and    is    touchijig  others 
through  him;  I  know  that  the  zeal  with  which  he  once 
persecuted   you   has  now  been   turned   into   a  strong, 
steady  stream  that  will   energise  the  world  for  God. 
You  remend)er  only  the  bad  that  was  in  him— I  know 
the  good  that  was  hidden  underneath  and  has  now  come 
to  the  surface."     Herein  Harnabas  proved   himself  a 
living  embodiment  of  the  ministry  of  reconciliation,  a 
ministry  that  can  never  show  itself  in  any  man  until  he 
manifests  this  Barnabas-like  trait  of  abounding  charity 
towa/ds  his  fellow-workers. 


(3)  These  marks  of  self-sacrifice  ^nd  charity 
brought  forth  in  Barnabas  a  clear  wisdom  in  thought 
and  action  that  made  him  one  of  the  foundatioi:  rocks 
of  the  early  Church.  Though,  through  human  frailty, 
he  made  mistakes  at  times,  his  loving  zeal  and  pene- 
trating judgment  made  him  a  wise  .Alaster-builder  for 
God  in  the  infant  days  of  Ilis  Church. 


II.    Nearly  two  thousand  years  have  passed  away, 

but  the  Hi'lf-sncrificing,  loving  wisdom  of  St.  Hnrnaixis 
i.s  ns  much  uecdcd  in  our  prt-ncrntion  as  wlicn  tlio  "son 
of  consolation"  won  tlu'  ('(unmcndatioti  of  tlu'  "pcacc- 
makiTs"  in  tli.'  days  when  the  (,'lnirch  of  our  fatiicrs 
WHS  only  "as  a  grain  of  mustard  soi-d." 

(1^  Self-sacrifice  nni.st  mark  our  conception  of  the 
Church.     For  what  is  tiic  Church?     Surely  not  a  man- 
made  society  which  we  may  join  or  lciiv«'  at  our  own 
sweet  convenience;  hut  rather  an  actual,,  visible  and 
ct?icicnt  Divinely-instituted  organ i/at ion  ;    its  meiid>crs 
all  tho.se  whom  I  lis  providence  brings  to  the  dcx.rway 
<»f  baptism;   and  its  government  such  as  was  skefch.il 
out  and  .set  iu  motion  by  the  Lord  Ilim.self  and    .lis 
Apo.stb's.     And  what  is  the  Church  of  Kngl.md  b      our 
national  branch  of  that  sanu"  historic  Church,  keeping 
from  tiu'  earliest  days  of  our  race  the  continuity  of  the 
"Apo.stles'   doctrine   and    fellowship,"  neither  adding 
thereto  nor  deducting  therefrom;    the  Church  of  the 
British    Kmpirc,    whose    miidsters    are    responsible    to 
their  (Jod  for  the  .spiritual  welfare  of  all  souls  within 
their  allotted  jurisdictions,  and  not  nu'rely  those  who 
accept   and    recognize   their    authoritative     ministry? 
Does  not  that   tremendous  concepticm  of  the  Church 
call  for  a  careful  distindion  on  our  part  between  prin- 
ciple and  i)rejudice,  and   for  a  "Self-denying  Ordin- 
ance"   indeed,   more   .searching   and   dijninating   than 
that  by  which  Cromwell  i)urged  his  army  before  victory 
could  rest  upon  his  banners?     Yes,  an  unblindcl  ,  isioii 
of  the  Hody  of  Christ  calls  for  great  sacrifice  of  .selfish 
opinion. 

(2)  With  Barnabas  of  old,  charity  .should  be  the 
predominant  note  of  our  Churchmanship.  A  keen 
French  observer,  De  :\rai.stre,  has  said  (if  I  may  give  a 
rough  translation  of  his  words):  "If  ever  ChristiaiKS 
come  together,  as  everything  urges  them  to  do,  it  seems 
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ly- 


fiat   tin-   movonifiit    must    coino    fn»iii   tho   C'liurcli   <>f 
V  Knjrh'.iul."     Stuiulinj.'  hh  wc  do  b.-twct-n  tlio  Imrd  iM'n- 
tralizatioii    ami    ovor-Kovrrnm.-tit    of    Home    and    thr 
almost   unrcstrictt'd   liconsc   (»f   ultra-IVotcstHntism,   it 
l)(.ho<)V('s  m  to  will  both  sid«'s  l»y  a  iimnir»'stjition  of 
»■    lovinp  lirotlu-rliood  in  oiir  own  (Vnmunion.     (hw  of 
th«'  often  nnnotifod  things  of  Scripture  is  tin-  cvidi-nci' 
of  tlu'  st'lf-Hat-riticinK',  loviiiK  harniony  that  mark«'d  the 
earl\  Chun-h,  as,  for  itistaiur,  the  fa<t  that  tlie  names 
of  the  tirst  dea<'ons  (appointed  after  the  oomphiint  of 
tile  Grecian  minority)  were  all  of  Greek  oriffin,  not  of 
the  Hebrew  majority.     How  often  in  our  day  do  we 
find  a  majority  elioosiiij?  a  eommittee  or  "slate"  from 
the  ranks  of  their  opponents?       The  old  (diservation 
that  won  so  many  for  (Jod,  "See  how  these  Christians 
love  one  another."  has  never  be«'n  superseded  as  the 
only  sure  intluenee  to  attract  the  world.     If  the  ("hureh 
of  EnRland   is  to   fulfil   her    (Jod-jfiveii    destiny   and 
become   the   rallyin},'-f;round   for   Christendom,   it   can 
onlv  !)»•  when  the  policv  of  brotherly  love  anions  all 
her  members  is  more  evident  tlian  the  too  trecpiently 
observed  policy  of  fratricide. 


(;{)  As  with  Barnabas,  so  with  us,  self-sacrifice 
and  charity  are  the  only  seeds  that  will  b«'ar  fruit  in  a 
wise  development  of  the  work  of  God  entrusted  to  our 
pare.  Recojfiiizing  the  Church  as  beinf?  a(lai)table  to 
all  a<res  and  conditions,  catiiolic  in  its  elasticity  as  in 
its  chronology,  we  can  take  up  with(».it  fear  of  losiii«r  a 
jjrasj)  of  essentials  the  [lardonable  boast  of  St.  Paul, 
"Brethren,  I  count  not  myself  to  have  apprehended: 
but  this  one  thing  I  do,  forgetting  those  things  which 
are  behind,  and  reaching  forth  unto  those  things  which 
are  before,  I  [)rcss  toward  the  mark  for  the  prize  of 
the  high  calling  of  God  in  Christ  Jesus."  As  to  fun- 
damentals touching  the  truth  of  the  Holy  Trinity,  the 
character  and    'fe  of  our  Lord,  and  the  divine  institu- 
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tion  of  His  Church,  then'  fan  *  .or^.ttinfr.  lh(>n> 

can  b««  no  coiuproiuiHt';  luit  ahou  .i-cssi'Htial  iiu-thods 
of  pn'sontJiiK  thcsi  truths  surely  tlif  statfsniaulikf 
uttcranf*'  of  the  prcsj'iit  An-hhishop  of  ( "aiittrhiu-y 
may  well  jfuich'  us:  "We  oufrht  surely  to  be  able  to 
say  in  the  twei>  .tth  eeutury  what  we  do  want,  and 
not  merely  to  tin«l  sonu'  exi)lan'ition  of  wluit  «»tliir 
people  said  or  wanted  2:{()  or  :{.')<)  years  a^(.." 

I  may  know  little  of  eonditions  on  the  I'aeifie 
Coast,  but  I  do  know  somethinj;  of  the  history  of  tht> 
C»Mreh  in  Can  da,  the  beloved  land  of  my  birth  and 
I  (I.,  know  th  internal  dissensions  in  the  Howy  of 
Christ  (.iud  th  .le^jleet  of  the  many  for  the  favoiu-ed 
little  f^r-mp  who  shared  our  littleness"s  ha\e  bet-ii 
larfrely  ^.poiisible  for  the  many  secessions  from  that 
\'.n\y,  and  I  have  a  clear  vision  of  jxjssibilities  in  this 
new  province,  where  all  is  virgin  soil,  »iid  where  wo 
have  an  opi-ortunity,  perhaps  U)r  the  last  time  on  this 
continent,  to  show  the  Church  of  Entjiand  at  lu'r  best, 
the  true  focus  and  gathi'Hnj,'  point  for  all  Christend'>m, 
Catholic  and  Protestant. 
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III.  But  this  glorious  vision  is  not  to  !)«•  consum- 
mated by  action  of  committee,  legislation  of  Synod, 
preach  ,1}?  of  sermon  or  publication  of  book.  It  is  an 
intensely  persoiuil  and  individual  tiling.  It  depends 
upon  you  as  single  units,  clerical  and  lay.  It  retpiires 
in  the  life  of  each  one  of  you  the  ((ualities  of  Harnabas, 
self-sacrifice,  charity  and  the  resulting  wisdom. 

(1)  liy  self-sacrifice  in  this  instance  I  mean  sacri- 
fice of  selfish  motives,  spiteful  opinions  and  personal 
gratiti'-ation,  to  God  the  Holy  Ghost.  Some  of  you 
have  oeen  ordained,  most  of  you  have  been 
confirmed.  You  believe  that  you  believe.  (Jod 
has   given   you   the   Holy   Ghost.      But   now   He   says 


to  each  one  of  yon,  "Ilavo  yo  received  the  Holy  Ghost 
siiicf  ye  helievi'd?"  A...1,  O  iiuTciful  Father,  how 
many  of  us  must  acknowh'djjje,  as  we  eontemplate  our 
petty  meannesses  om>  toward  another,  our  nefjiect  of 
ol)vious  tluty  to  nurse  a  narrow  prejudice,  "We  luive 
not  so  niueh  as  lu'ard  whether  th<M-e  be  any  Holy 
Ghost!"  The  (h-ar  I.ord  said  to  Xieodemus,  "We 
spciik  that  we  do  know,  and  testify  that  we  have  seen; 
and  ye  reeeive  not  our  witness" — and,  if  tlu'  Christ 
Himself  had  to  eonfess  to  failure,  how  shall  the  world 
reeeive  OUT  witness  who  are  confessedly  so  far  from 
His  level  of  love?  Surely  not  until  we  show  hy  our 
outward  lives  that  we  "do  know"  and  "have  seen" 
the  Christ  of  God  can  we  do  anythiufj:  to  draw  all  men 
unto  Him. 


(2)  Charity  must  he  the  keystone  in  the  arch  of 
our  character.  God  has  ffiven  to  our  commuinon  par- 
ticularly, I  believe,  the  miiiisti'y  of  reconciliation. 
And  the  (Jospel  of  Christ  is  a  fjospel  of  love  and  loviiij? 
usefulness.  The  Alniif;hty  Creator  has  jriveii  you  your 
life  to  be  tilled  with  useftdness.  R«'st,  amusement,  re- 
creation are  to  be  used  only  as  times  of  refreshing  for 
in<*reased  usefidness.  Every  time  you  do  a  loving 
thing  you  set  the  clock  forward  and  make  the  world 
better;  every  time  you  cause  the  slightest  annoyance 
or  distress  to  others  you  set  the  clock  back  and  are  not 
doing  a  useless  thing,  but  an  actually  harmful  thing, 
because  for  that  moment  the  world  would  have  been 
better  had  you  not  been  in  it.  You  must  be  either 
constructive  or  destructive,  you  cannot  be  merely  ob- 
structive. 

"0  use  me,  Lord,  use  even  me. 
Just  as  Thou  Avilt  and  when  and  where; 
Until  Thy  blessed  face  I  see, 
Thy  rest,  Thy  joy,  Thy  glory  share." 

6 


(.})  Joyovis  self-sacrifice  and  unboumlod  charity 
will  breed  wisdom  of  poliey  and  aetion  that  alone  ean 
lift  onr  Clmreh  out  of  the  eonunon  but  erroneous  ac- 
eeptanee  of  her  position  as  one  of  the  Protestant  se<-ts 
and  bring  a  universal  aeknowledgnu'iit  of  her  true  dig- 
nity as  the  Holy  Catholic  C'hureh  of  the  liritish  Eni- 
pire.  "Ye  are  the  salt  of  the  earth."  Salt  to  be  anti- 
septic in  killing  disease  germs  must  be  used.  Salt  in  a 
barrel  is  of  no  use  to  anybody.  It  must  be  brought 
into  contact  with  that  which  is  to  be  puritied.  Like- 
wise we  nuMubers  of  Christ's  Body  are  called  to  be  by 
our  lives  purifying  salt.  .Men  have  been  saying  creeds 
too  long,  explaining  and  defending  dogmas  they  do 
not  vitally  know.  Christ  nnist  live  again  in  m<'n  and 
wonu'U  who  will  themselves  take  up  aiul  make  the 
real  Christ-life.  Then  the  world  will  be  won,  for 
character  is  caught,  not  taught.  The  conunonest  thing 
in  the  world  is  the  giving  of  advice,  and  the  most  im- 
I)otent ;  the  least  connnon  is  the  incarnation  of  advice, 
but  it  is  resistless. 
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And  so  I  would  say  to  you,  my  dear  brethren,  my 
fellow-labourers  in  God's  vineyard,  my  comrades 
under  Christ's  banner,  signed  with  the  same  sign  of 
the  same  Cross — go  back  to  your  homes,  your  places  of 
business,  your  parishes  and  missions,  to  i)low  your 
lonely  furrow  for  God— no,  not  a  lonely  furrow,  for 
God  IIiins«'lf  will  be  with  you  to  plant  the  seed  and 
nourish  it  in  the  soil  turned  up  by  your  efforts.  And 
do  not  be  afraid  of  ivsults  if  you  do  your  duty.  What 
one  ought  to  do  is  always  safe  to  do.  Do  not  waste 
your  i)i-ecious  time  finding  fault  with  the  way  others 
may  be  doing  God's  work,  but  resolve  by  the  grace  of 
God  that  everyone  in  your  own  parochial  sun-oundings 
may  be  led  by  your  example  to  find  their  spiritual  life 
ill  their  Mother  Church  and  yours. 


Ft'cl  the  mighty  tng  of  reality— God's  real  purpose 
for  you  and  His  Churcli.  Then  you  will  live  a  glow- 
ing, living  life,  steady  under  all  eireuinstances.  The 
day  a  man  heeomes  a  ehampion  and  an  example  of  the 
righteousness  of  God,  he  intliienees,  rules,  leads.  He 
eonnts  for  more  than  any  other  man;  he  weighs  more; 
l>y  the  foree  of  eternal  gravity,  he  is  more.  Through 
him  the  religion  of  God  heeonn-s  redemptive,  ennohling, 
eompelling.  Th(  life  of  (Jod  is  lived  onee  more  among 
men,  His  Kingdoui  is  set  up  in  the  earth,  and  the  will  of 
(iod  tliat  man  may  not  perish  is  done.  The  living  of 
that  (.'hrist-life  is  po.ssible.  I  ean  do  it — ^you  ean  do  it! 
All  God  asks  is,  "Have  faith  in  vour  faith." 
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